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Middleton Curling Club
6 King Street, P.O. Box 421

Middleton, Nova Scotia, B0S 1P0

Phone 902-825-3225

Revised:

May 22, 1991
Up-Dated:

October 1992

Revised:

January 2002 (To accommodate amalgamation and housekeeping)

Revised:

October 30, 2002 (Changing Article 2, Section 2)
Updated:

May 21, 2008
IN THE MATTER OF CHAPTER 286 of the Revised Statutes of Nova Scotia, 1967, entitled "SOCIETIES ACT", 
And

IN THE MATTER OF “Middleton Curling Club Limited”,
BY-LAWS

Article 1 - Membership

Section 1. 
The Membership of this Club shall be made up of all those persons on the Registry of the Club as of January 15 of each curling season. Persons (to include both male and female members). These members to have equal rights and privileges within the Club. The minimum membership age will be 19 years.
Section 2. 
Membership in the Club shall be made by presenting/mailing (post or electronic) to the Membership Committee, a properly completed application form. All applications for membership in the Club must be approved by the Board of Directors.
Section 3. 
An Active Member in the Club may enjoy all Club facilities, participate in all in-Club curling programs and may represent the Club at Provincial and National curling events. To become a Voting Member of the Club, it is necessary that the applicant must have curled for more than one year * and (a) be a debenture holder or (b) be in the process of purchasing a debenture. Debentures in the Club are purchased by paying $10.00 per year for ten years (over and above annual curling fees set by the Board of Directors and approved by a majority vote of the membership) or by purchasing or paying out the balance owing on the debenture. Active members have full voting rights at all meetings of the Club. * See definition of Novice Member in Section 5, Page 2.
Partial payments on a debenture are not refundable. Upon withdrawal from the Middleton Curling Club, or while a curling member, the person in this category has the option of paying the balance owed on the debenture - the said debenture then becoming redeemable: (a) in six months in the case of the person who is leaving the area or (b) on the regular due date for debentures if the person is not leaving the area. Debentures are renewable every seven years. 

Section 4.

Associate Members in the Club may enjoy all Club facilities including the bar but are not permitted to participate in Club curling programs except Seniors (unless by invitation) and are not permitted to represent the Club in Provincial or National competitions. Application for associate membership is made as per Section 2. Associate members holding or paying $10.00 per year for a debenture, may vote at all meetings of the Club.
Section 5.

A Novice Member in the Club is a person who has not been an active member of any curling club sanctioned by any provincial curling association and is a new member of the Middleton Curling Club. Persons in this category shall enjoy all Club facilities and may participate in all in-Club curling programs. Novice Members normally are not debenture holders and therefore may attend Club meetings but do not have voting privileges.
Section 6.

Visitors to the area who are members in good standing of another curling club and who are introduced by a Club member in good standing may be accorded privileges of the Club for a period not exceeding 14 days. These privileges may only be extended by a majority vote of the Board of Directors. All visitors/guests to the Club must be signed in by a member before using the bar facilities.
Section 7.

Once a debenture is paid in full ($100.00), it in effect provides a credit of $10.00 per annum towards an active or an associate membership in the Club.
Section 8.

A person who donates their debenture to the Club shall retain the rights and privileges attaching to same including $10.00 credit on membership and voting privileges that he/she would have if still holding the debenture personally.
Article 2 - Dues
Section 1.

Every active, associate and novice member of the Club shall pay an annual fee (herein referred to as "Membership Dues"). The membership dues for each membership category shall be determined by a majority vote of the members present at the Annual, Semi-Annual or Special Meeting duly called in accordance with Article 3, or the members at such meetings may empower the Board of Directors to set the membership dues for that year. 

Section 2.

The curling year begins with the Annual Meeting in May, and all members whose dues are unpaid by the 15th of November following shall be notified of the fact by the Secretary; and as of the 15th of December after such notice if the dues still remain unpaid, their names shall be struck off the roll. They shall then cease to be members without further notice of proceedings unless the Directors extend the time for the payment of said dues. Dues shall be paid in full before any curler can participate in the Club play-offs held to determine a Club representative for Provincial Competitions. If no play-off is required, dues must be paid before entry can be sent.
Section 3.

Any member whose name is struck from the membership list and who wishes to become a member in good standing within the Club must: (a) pay all unpaid membership dues as determined by the Board of Directors and (b) complete an application form which shall be treated by the Board of Directors as a new application for membership in the Club.
Section 4.

The Board of Directors shall, no later than the 15th of January, post within the Club a list of all members whose dues are paid in full.
Article 3 – Meetings
Section 1.

The Annual Meeting of the Club shall be held on a date in May as set by the Board of Directors (the hour and place to be announced by said Board). The main business of this meeting is to elect the Officers and Directors for the year, and, as necessary, for the transaction of other business within the Club. The Semi-Annual Meeting shall be held in November, the time and place to be announced by the Board of Directors. This meeting is called to deal with the transaction of general business within the Club. Special Meetings may be called at any time by order of the Club President. Further, it shall be the duty of the President to call a Special Meeting of the Club whenever a requisition signed by not less than ten members is received. Twenty (20) members shall form a quorum at all Annual, Semi-Annual and Special Meetings of the Club.
Section 2.

Notice of all meetings must be given by mailing (post or electronic) or hand delivering a notice to each member of the Club at least 48 hours prior to the time of such meetings. However, during the curling season, a notice of meeting may be given by a conspicuous posting in the Club at least five days prior to the time of the meeting.
Section 3.

All meetings of the Club shall be conducted in accordance with Robert's Rules of Parliamentary Procedure. 
Article 4 – Board of Directors
Section 1(a).
The Directors of the Club shall consist of the President, Immediate Past President, 1st Vice-President, 2nd Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and six other Directors elected at the Annual Meeting. All Directors of the Club must be Voting Members of the Club. All the Directors other than the Immediate Past President shall be elected by ballot or in any other manner as determined by the majority of the members present at the Annual Meeting, and they must be elected by a clear majority of those voting. Should more than one ballot be necessary for the election of any Director, the name receiving the fewest votes shall be removed from the list of candidates before proceeding to another ballot. At any meeting of the Directors, a majority shall constitute a quorum. 

Section 1(b).
In addition to Section l(a), the Annual or Semi-Annual Meeting may elect additional Directors to represent special divisions in the Club providing they meet the requirements of Section l(a).
For purposes of the amendment of January 2002, the special division being recognized at this time is the Middleton Commercial League which may hold up to two debentures for two representatives on the Board. Meanwhile, members of the Commercial League are granted Associate Member status for the year in which they are regular participants in League play. 

Section 2. 

An Honorary President of the Club may be elected at the Annual Meeting in the same manner as the Directors are elected. 

Section 3. 

The President shall preside at all meetings of the Club; ensure that the rules of procedure provided for in these By-Laws are strictly adhered to; and whenever necessary, shall cast the deciding vote. The President shall also be responsible for the safekeeping of all cups, medals and valuable trophies belonging to the Club (except where rules of same govern otherwise). 

In the absence of the President, the 1st Vice- President shall perform the duties (of the President) identified in Section 4. In the absence of both the President and the 1st Vice-President, the 2nd Vice-President shall perform their duties. Should a vacancy occur in the office of the President, the 1st Vice-President shall immediately become President and the 2nd Vice-President becomes the 1st Vice-President for the remainder of the year. Should vacancies occur in the office of President, 1st Vice-President and 2nd Vice-President, a Special Meeting of the Club shall be called by the Secretary for the election of officers to fill such vacancies. Other vacancies shall be filled by the elected Directors.
Section 4.

The Secretary shall keep records of the proceedings at all meetings of the Club, including meetings of the Board of Directors, and shall deal with all club-related correspondence.
Section 5.

The Treasurer shall prepare an accurate register of all membership categories, collect membership dues and other revenue accruing to the Club. The Treasurer shall also keep the accounts of the Club and submit the same for inspection by the Audit Committee (if one has been appointed) and to render a statement of the same at the Annual Meeting in May, or when otherwise requested.
Section 6.

The Directors shall generally meet at least once a month to oversee all business affairs of the Middleton Curling Club. The Directors shall hold office for one year or until the election of successors. Directors are eligible for re-election.
Section 7.

The Board of Directors shall have the superintendence of the business affairs of the Club and may establish the committees listed below and appoint their chairpersons. The Board of Directors may establish other temporary committees as needed. 
(a) Management Committee

(b) Membership Committee
(c) Building Committee


(d) Ways & Means Committee

(e) Plant & Ice Committee

(f) Inside Match Committee

(g) Outside Match Committee

(h) Finance Committee
(i) Audit Committee


(j) Bar Committee

(k) Nominating Committee

(l) Web Site Committee
(m) Kitchen Management Committee

A committee shall minimally consist of its appointed chairperson. If deemed necessary, the chairperson shall appoint additional committee members except that the Board of Directors may veto any appointment for just cause.
Duties of Committees:
Management Committee - shall oversee the general operation of the Club. In addition, it shall be responsible for: (a) rental of the facility, (b) the cleaning of all Clubrooms, and (c) overseeing the duties of a caretaker. The Chairperson of this Committee shall be the 1st Vice-President who will report to the Board of Directors.
Membership Committee - shall prepare application forms for membership and deliver same to all active members by September 15th and to all Associate Members by November 1st. In addition, this committee shall: (a) keep a record of all completed application forms received, (b) submit membership dues as received to the Treasurer and (c) present for approval, any new applications for membership to the Board of Directors. 
The Chairperson shall ensure that all newly accepted applicants to the Club are advised of their rights, obligations and expectations as members. Further, the Chairperson shall welcome the new member into the Club at the start of their activities.

The Membership Committee chairperson shall report directly to the Board of Directors.

Building Committee - shall check on the building and grounds and recommend to the Board of Directors any necessary capital expenditures and repairs. This Committee chairperson shall report directly to the Board of Directors.
Ways & Means - shall make recommendations to the Board of Directors regarding fundraising functions within the Club. Once approved by the Board of Directors, the Committee shall be responsible for organizing and carrying out the functions The Chairperson(s) of the Ways & Means Committee may be changed by the membership of the Committee. This Committee Chairperson shall report directly to the Board of Directors.
Plant & Ice Committee - shall oversee and maintain the ice plant and ice surface. This Committee chairperson shall report directly to the Board of Directors.
Inside Match Committee - shall include a Chairperson and coordinators for Men's, Ladies' and Mixed competitions.

The respective coordinators shall: 

(a) - check with sponsors to ensure they wish to continue sponsoring;
(b) - obtain curlers names from the Membership Committee;
(c) - where applicable, the coordinators will meet with skips to choose teams

(d) - prepare schedules for regular curling and distribute to each curler, and have them posted on the MCC web site;
(e) - post a form for the Mates to record wins/losses for each schedule;
(f) - at season end, check to ensure sponsors' prizes are ready for the Closing Banquet; buy prizes as necessary; have trophies and plaques engraved prior to presentation.

(g) - make sure written invitations are sent to prize sponsors for the Closing Banquet and determine who will present sponsors prizes;
(h) - conduct their presentation of prizes at the Annual Awards Banquet;
(i) - prepare a written activity report for presentation at the Annual General Meeting.
These coordinators shall report to the Board of Directors through the Committee Chairman.
Outside Match Committee - shall set up the method of play for all curling competitions other than the schedule of play under the direction of the Inside Match Committee. These competitions shall include play downs to determine representatives for various Provincial competitions including the Mixed and Western Counties. The Chairperson shall report directly to the Board of Directors. Also, this person would co-ordinate play for local competitions such as the MacKenzie Cup.
Finance Committee - shall oversee the general financing of the Club and shall be responsible for receiving, depositing and accounting for all Club funds. This Committee shall also be responsible for the disbursement of Club funds. The Treasurer shall be the Chairperson of the Finance Committee.

Audit Committee – shall:– be chaired by the Auditor appointed by the General Membership;
(a) – examine the financial records of the Club to verify that the transactions are legitimate and accurate;

(b) – certify that the Club’s cash resources and debt obligations are reported accurately;

(c) – examine the Annual Financial Report prepared by the Finance Committee;

(d) – deliver a report to the General Membership stating an opinion on the accuracy of the Annual Financial Report.
Bar Committee - shall see that the bar is properly stocked and cleaned; schedule individuals to staff the bar as needed; conduct a thorough inventory count and at fiscal year end (in conjunction with the Treasurer). The Bar Committee Chairperson shall report directly to the Board of Directors.
Nominating Committee - shall, before the Annual Meeting, bring forward the names of individuals to serve as Directors for the next curling season. The election of Directors at the Annual Meeting shall follow the voting procedures outlined in Article 4, Section 1. 
Additionally, the Nominating Committee shall recommend to the General Membership a candidate for the position of Auditor. This candidate need not be a member of the Club. 

The Nominating Committee may consist of four members and shall be chaired by the Immediate Past President. In the absence of an Immediate Past President, a Chairperson shall be appointed by the Board of Directors. 

Kitchen Management Committee - shall: 

(a) - be informed of all events requiring kitchen facilities 

(b) - solicit volunteers to manage the kitchen for each specific event 

(c) - prepare a list of prices to be used as a guide for lunches and meals provided

(d) - advise the President or Vice-President when the kitchen is unable to be staffed 
Web Site Committee – shall:

(a) - contract and maintain a host for the Middleton Curling Club web site
(b) - supervise the design of and content on the club’s site

(c) - provide the Membership Committee a means to attract new members and    communicate broadly with existing members
(d) - ensure the current curling schedules are posted

(e) - monitor the site for incoming emails and pass the same on to the relevant recipient

Article 5 – Voting
At any Annual, Semi-Annual or Special Meeting of the Club, every Voting Member present in person shall have one vote. Voting by proxy shall not be permitted. 
Article 6 – Borrowing Powers

Section 1. 

The Directors on behalf of the Club may from time to time at their discretion subject to a limit of $2,500.00 (excepting in any emergency circumstance or circumstances ): 
(a) authorize the spending of monies on a particular project

(b) raise or borrow money for the purpose of maintaining and operating the Middleton Curling Club. 
(c) secure the repayment of any money owed in such manner and upon terms and conditions they deem appropriate and in particular the execution of mortgages on real and personal property of the Club.
The power to execute mortgages shall not be exercised by the Directors except with the approval of a special resolution duly passed by members of the Club at a meeting properly called and held in accordance with these By-Laws. 
(d) sign cheques, contracts or other evidence of money borrowed.

Section 2.

The execution of contracts, deeds, bills of exchange, cheques and other instruments or documents on behalf of the Club shall be done by any two of the President, 1st Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.

Article 7 – Inspection of Books and Records

The books and records of the Club maintained and kept by the Secretary and/or Treasurer may be inspected at any time by any member of the Club upon giving 24 hours' notice to the Secretary and/or Treasurer of such member's desire to inspect same. 
Article 8 – Custody and Use of Seal
The Seal of the Club shall not be affixed to any instrument except by the authority of a resolution of the Board of Directors or of a committee thereof; and that any two of the President, 1st Vice-President, Secretary or Treasurer shall sign every instrument to which the Seal of the Club is so affixed. For purposes of certification of documents or proceedings anyone of the President, 1st Vice-President, Secretary or Treasurer may affix the Seal of the Club. 
Article 9 – Manner of Making, Altering and Rescinding By-Laws.
The By-Laws may be amended, altered or rescinded only at the Annual, Semi-Annual or Special Meetings of the Club by a majority vote of the members present at such meeting. No amendment or alteration or rescinding of the By-Laws shall be considered at the Annual or Semi-Annual Meeting of the Club unless such proposed amendment or alteration or rescinding shall have been submitted in writing to the Secretary at least one week prior to the date of the Annual or Semi-Annual Meeting, and it shall be the duty of the Secretary to submit a copy of any proposed amendment or alteration or rescinding to each member of the Club at the same time as the Secretary gives notice of such meeting to each member.
Repeal of By-Laws
All By-Laws heretofore made and passed by the Middleton Curling Club Limited are hereby repealed.
Note: These By-Laws were approved by a Special General Meeting held January 22, 2002, at the Clubrooms. The basic committee for preparing the different drafts was composed of Dave Acker, Jean Fry and Graham Thompson. 







